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enough work on which it can be utilized. With land
holdings of limited size, and with limits to the extent
of silkworm raising, surplus members of a Chia will
be merely a burden to the unit. This brings us to an
examination of the average size of a land holding in the
village.
The total area of cultivated land is 3,065 mow or
461 acres.   If this area were equally allotted to 360
households, it would mean that each household could
only occupy a piece of land about 9-5 mow or 1*2 acres
in size.   Each mow of land can produce in a normal
year six bushels of rice.   About twenty-seven bushels
of rice is needed for the consumption of one man,
one woman, and one child (VII-5).   In other words,
to obtain sufficient food, a family group needs a piece
of land of about five mow.   The present size of land
holdings is hardly sufficient to provide an average
household with a normal livelihood which requires
sufficient food and other necessities.   The pressure of
population on the land is thus a strong limiting factor
on the number of children.   For example, a family,
with a small holding of nine mow> will face a serious
problem if a second boy is born.   According to local
custom, the children when grown up will divide the
estate.   This will mean poverty for both sons.   The
usual solution is infanticide or abortion.   The people
do not attempt to justify these practices and admit that
they are bad.   But there is no alternative except
poverty and " crime."   The result can be seen in the
figures of the total number of children in the village :
there are only 470 children under sixteen years of age,
1-3 per Chia.
The practice of infanticide is more often for the
female  children.   The  patrilineal  descent  and  the

